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were bs | whether he m himfelf 
to the Mountain or to the Gironde’. On Louyet’s 
accufation of Robefpierre, he Lt for 
inquiry by pafling to the order of the day ‘5 - but he 
afterwards wrote in his Journal with fo much afperity 
againft Robefpierre, that their mutual hatred became 
irreconcilable ‘. i 

From Condorcet’s avowed enmity to royalty, it Condo 
might be expected that his exertions againft the king king's 
would have been decided and unremitting ; but he tial. 
feldom fpoke in the convention ; and when the fate 
of Louis was put to the vote, timidity or hypocrify” 
feemed to dictate all his obfervations. It is difficult 16th J 
to conclude, from the language of his fpeech, whe- #793" 
ther he intended to vote for or againft the fentence 
of death; but it was received as his opinion, that 
the king fhould be imprifoned in chains for life. =~ 
After fentence of death had been pronounced, | he rgth 
{poke and voted againft a refpite, and urged execution 
._ of the fentence in twenty-four hours *. 

After the death of Louis, Condorcet was prin- His co 
cipally employed in framing a new conftitution. So ‘*4™ 
much reliance was placed on his abilities and judg- 
ment, that the committee permitted him to affume , 
the principal merit of the work. His production was 15th F De 
fubmitted to the convention, where the conftitutional 
a& obtained feeble approbation ;* but the Jacobin 
club, among whom his party had lefs influence, 
voted it deteftable ‘. Their j ent was well 
founded ; and it is juftly bie by an ea 
writer, not unfavourable to Scaled faétion, that 
it was a mafs of metaphyfical abfurdities *. 
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;, and was employed to draw up ; . ion 
. from the national convention refj the violation 
; of the law of nations in detaining the commiffioners 
whom Dumouriez had caufed to be arrefted *. 
During the conteft between the Mountain and the 
Briflotines, Condorcet maintained a cautious filence. 
For eight months he hardly {poke in the convention; 
and feems to have been fingularly wary in not rifk- 
. ing an opinion on any party queftion’. At length he 
was fo far roufed by the indignities which the legif- 
lative body daily endured, that he propofed the 
diffolution of the convention, and the calling of 
.anewone’. This probably exafperated the Moun- 
tain to fuch an excels that, in a fubfequent infur- 
tection, his printing-office was deftroyed*. He was 
not, however, included in the lift of profcribed de- 
puties; nor was he one of the members who figned 
the famous protelt againft the proceedings on the 
thirty-firft of May. 
ye- _ Yet though he could conquer every fentiment of 
friendfhip, and ftifle every indignant fenfation at the 
deftruction of his y, his vanity as an author 
opelled him to a fatal exertion. When the con- 
ftitution, commonly called the conftitution of 1793, 
had been accepted, he publithed an Addre/s to all 
French Citizens, reprobating the extreme rapidity and 
want of confideration with which it had been framed 
and accepted; and detailing the numerous aéts of 
violence by which the prevailing party in the con- 
vention. had eftablifhed their influence. This rah 
act placed him in the power of the Mountain ; Cha- 
bot denounced the publication, and moved for a de- 
accufation again{t ones which was im- 
es mele gral a 


ake Commettans, p.25. Garat’s Memoirs, p* 165- 
® Goudemetz's Epochs. 
Debatess See alfo Impartial Hiftory, vol, ii. PS 307. 
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He efcaped from the arreft, and concealed himfelf Conceal 
nine months in the houfe of a woman in Paris, who, “lle” 
though fhe knew him med by name, had the extra- i 
ordinary generofity to rifk her life, and fuftain all 
the inconveniences arifing from his refidence with 
her. At length a doatialisey vifit was threatened, ca 
and he was obliged to quit his afylum. He had the Apr. 79% 
good fortune, though unprovided with a paflport or 5“"he 
civic card, to efcape through the barrier, and went 
to the country-houfe of a friend on the plain of 
Mont-Rouge. Unfortunately his friend was in Paris 
at the time, and not expected to return in lefs than 
three days, during which the fugitive was obliged 
to wander about, expofed to hunger, cold, fufpenfe, 


and the pain ariling from a wound in his foot. At ya 
length his friend returned into the country, and . 
found him; but confidering it dangerous to take Sa 


him to his houfe in the day-time, requefted him to 
__ wait ull night, and then he would receive and cons 
ceal him. Condorcet, on the day his friend had fixed 
as the end of his miferies, forgot the dictates of pru- 
dence; he went to an inn at Clamars, where he 
ordered an omelette. His fqualid appearance, dirty 
cap, torn clothes, leannefs, and voracity, fixed the 
attention of fome perfons prefent; one of whom, a 
municipal officer, afked him whence he came, whi- 
ther he was going, and if he had a paffport? His 
confufion at thefe interrogatories betrayed him, and 
caufed him to be apprehended. He was confined in Poifo 
a dungeon that night, and in the morning found 
dead. He always carried a dofe of poifon about 
him, which had been given him by Garat, and with 
which he terminated his exiftence, to avoid a trial : 
before the revolutionary tribunal, and to fhun the ° Ba 
gradual approach of inevitable deftruction ‘. a 
Condorcet’s character is thus emphatically de- Condor 
{cribed by madame Roland‘. ‘ The genius of rafers 
© This account is principally derived from Talma's Chronology, a ) 
P- 140. See alfo Garat’s Memoirs, p. 49. oe 
4 Appel a I"Impartiale Potterité, vol. ii. p. 20, 
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“ Condorcet is equal to the comprehenfion of the 
“* greateft truths ; but he has no other charatteriftic 
** befides fear. It may be faid of his underftanding 
** combined with his perfon, that it is a fine effence 
** abforbed in cotton. No one will fay of him, that 
** in a feeble body he difplays great courage ; his 
heart and conftitution are equally weak. The 
timidity which forms the bafis of his character, 
and which he difplays even in company, on his 
countenance and in his attitudes, does not refult 
from his frame alone, but feems to be inherent in 
his foul ; and his talents furnifh him with no means 
“* of fubduing it. Thus, after having deduced a 
*¢ principle, or demonftrated a faét in the affembly, 
he would give a vote decidedly oppofite, over- 
** awed by the thunder of the tribunes, armed with 
* infults, and prodigal of threats. ‘lhe propereft 
** place for him was the fecretaryfhip of the academy. 
* Such men fhould be employed to write, but never 
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“* permitted to aét ; it is a happinefs to be able to . 
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draw fome utility from them; even that is not to 
“ be done with all timid perfons ; in general, they 
** are good for nothing.’”’ Barruel, after mention- 
ing the violence of his atheifm, fays ‘, ‘* It might be 
*« thought that he was defirous to avenge himfelf on 
“ the Supreme Being for the heart he had given him. 
* Hard, ungrateful, infenfible, cold, the aflaffin of 
“ friendfhip, and of his benefa¢tors ; had it been in 
** his power he would have treated the Deity as he 
* treated la Rochefoucauld.” 

Whether Condorcet was in reality a republican, 
or only affected to efpoufe that form of government 
in‘order to forward the views of Orleans, is not eafily 
decided. There is fuch an involution of politics and 
reduplication of fentiments in the whole faétion of 
Orleanifts, that their real opinions cannot always be 
defined. It is probable that Condorcet thought a re- 
publican form of government beft fitted for the dif- 


© Memoires du Jacobinifme, vol. i. p. 316. 
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fufion of his fpeculations in religion and morals; 
but that he would, with equal pleafure, have pro- 
moted the domination of a profligate and unprin- 
cipled confpirator, over whom he could acquire 
unlimited afcendancy, and by whofe means he 
could combine his views of public inftruétion with 
thofe of individual aggrandifement. 

Thofe who are willing to praife Condorcet moft 
highly, abandon his political and perfonal, to defcant 
on his literary character. His Letters to the Kin 
of Pruffia indicate no fuperiority of genius ; and his 
Life of Voltaire, independent of the principles it 
conveys, is not confpicuous as an effort of biography, 
His Eulogium of Franklin abounds with faults, as 
well grammatical as rhetorical‘; and Barruel {peaks 
of his ftyle, particularly that of his earlier pertorm- 
ances, with great contempt*. During his feclufion 
in Paris, Condorcet wrote his famous fketch of 
the Progrefs of the Human Mind, to which even 
Barruel allows the praife of correct compofition *. 
The object of this work is to enforce a belief of the 
perfectibility of man; and the author carried this 
chimerical delufion fo far as to affert, that longevity 
and every defirable perfonal quality were attainable. 
The end of Condorcet himfelf forms a remarkable 
refutation of his abfurd doctrine ; for although he had 
fo recently philofophifed on the fubject, and might 
be fuppofed thoroughly imbued with the principles 
he was defirous to enforce, he threw away his life 
by wanting ftrength to refift the importunities of 
hunger for a few hours. 


f See Mercure Frangois Literaire, No. du 24 Decembre 1791, 
‘ Fg du Jacubiniline, vol. i, ps 3176 
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ANTON was bred to the law, and prattifed 
a chiefly in caufes before the cabinet council. 
Previous to the revolution he was unable to have 
maintained himfelf but for the charity of his wife’s 
wat father, who allowed them a guinea a-week'. After 
tvolu- the 14th of July 1789, he began to make a figure 
in his diftri&t by his clamorous invectives, not only 
againft the court, but againft the idols of the day, la 
Fayette and Bailly. He was then taken into the pay 
of the duke of Orleans, and exerted himfelf with 
fuch vehemence that la Fayette commenced a fuit 
againft him and Marat in the court of Chatelet ; but 
he had the addrefs to influence his whole diftric 
againft the proceeding ; and by threats of infurrection 
to induce the general to difcontinue it“, During 
the fittings of the conftituent affembly, he became 
acquainted with Robefpierre, and conjointly with him 
» laboured to advance the views of Orleans ; not from 

‘any affection to his prone or gratitude for his fa. 
_ vours, but from the hope of ruling a mind fo weak, 
and, in effect, governing the kingdom by fwaying 
a council of regency, of which he was to have been 
the head’. For this purpofe he began, at the Ja- 
cobins, to attack the Lameths and other popular 


: Playfair’s Hiftory of Jacobinifm, p. 327. Roland's Appeal, 
vol.i. p. 87. . 
* Roland's Appeal, ubi fupra. Conjuration de d’Orleans, vol. ii, 


‘ 258. 

a . 1'Phat this wag the main fpring of his a€tions, efpecially after the death 
of Mirabeau, appears trom the concurring teftimony of many authors. 
See Pagts, vol. i. p. 460. 470. vol.ii p. 4s. p frodices Narrative, 
P- 9,10, Roland's Appeal, before cited. Conjuration de d’Orleans, 
> Vol. dis ps 186. 209, a10. New Annual Regifter for 3794, p.351, &c. 
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chara€ter§ ‘Who were attached to the crown as an 
integral part of the conftitution ; and was one of the 
moft aétive members of the fociety of Cordeliers™. 
He was engaged in propagating all the falfehoods, 
alarms, and profcriptions of that fociety, and in all 
their abominable manceuvres to render the court fuf- 
pected, and the king odious to his fubjeéts. He j 
diftinguifhed himfelf particularly on that day when, 
inftigated by falfe reports and unfounded accufations, 
the populace rofe to prevent the king from going to 
Saint Cloud. The infults to which the royal family 
was on that occafion expofed, and the infolence of 
forcibly detaining their perfons, induced a member 
of the commune to propofe that the foldiery fhould 
be authorifed to fire on the people; but Danton op- 
pofed the motion with a fuccefs which infured his 
popularity, by confirming the triumph of the mob". 
He was made deputy procureur de la commune, 
though he feldom attended the duties of his office; ° 
“or, previous to the roth of Auguft 1792, went to 
the hall of the commune for any other purpofe than 
that of promoting infurrection, or reporting the pro- 
ceedings at the Palais Royal*. He was an afliduous 
promoter of the famous petition againft royalty, which ‘ 


was figned in the Champ de Mars, at which place he the 


appeared mounted, in imitation of la Fayette, on a 
white charger ; but afterwards hearing that an order 
was iffued for arrefting him, he fled to Marfeilles’, 
or, as fome fay, to London’. However, he foon re- 
turned, and refumed his influence at the Jacobins 
and Cordeliers. 

The enterprifing genius of Danton had been con- 
fiderably checked during the fitting of the conftituent 


™ Roland’s Appeal, vol. i. p.87. Moore's View, vol.i. p. 23%. 
346. Garat’s Memoirs, p. 235. 

® * — — vol. i. p. 243. he ii. p. 32. 

e ercure Frangois, No. du 19 Mai 1792, p. 209. 

? Piayfair’s Hittory of Jacobinifm, p- 327. phcees"s Vide: vol. ii. 
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smbly, by the knowledge, eloquence, and 
ilpolteas of fome of the members, and by = 
Vigilance, which did not permit all the atrocious ex- 
ceffes which afterwards took place. The diffolution 
of that body, la Fayette’s refignation, and the ap. 
pointment of the Jacobin, Petion, to the mayoralty, 
were circumftances which gave additional {pring to 
his hopes and energy to,his actions. His influence 
in the clubs was now fo well appreciated, that amongift 
other meafures purfued by the well-meaning, but 
frequently miftaken minifter, M. de Montmorin, in 
order to conciliate the predile€tion of the people to 
his unfortunate fovereign, was that of bribing Dan- 
ton. The obje¢t of thefe bribes was to induce him 
to make fuch motions in the clubs as would operate 
in favour of the royal family. ‘This undertaking 
Danton faithfully performed, though no good re- 
fulted from it; he ufed to preface his motions with 
the fafhionable abufe of the court, by which fineffe 


he prevented the fufpicion of being fold to the court, - 


and infured the fuccefs of his meafures. For thefe 
fervices he was very liberally paid, having received, 
during the adminiftration of M. de Montmorin, up- 
wards of an hundred thoufand crowns, (12,500 /.) 
a thing eafily credible, as he demanded no leis than 
twenty-four thoufand livres (1050/.) for carrying a 
fingle motion, and that of no great importance, in 
the Jacobin club’, 

Danton was one of the moft virulent opponents of 
la Fayette, whom he denounced in the Jacobin club 
as an enemy to the conftitution, and as an intriguer 
who withed to re-eftablith nobility’. Since the dif- 
miffion of M. de Montmorin, and, indeed, for fome 
time previous to it, he had ceafed to receive an 
money from the court, and was one of the m 
furious partizans of Petion. ‘The difmiffion of the 

* Bertrand’s Private Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 162, 163. 
* Journals. Political State of Europe, vol. i. p. 373- 
Jacobin 
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Jacobin adminiftration, the refufal of the king to 
fanétion the decrees for forming a camp near Paris, 
and his adherence to the dictates of his confcience in 
employing non-jurimg priefts, furnifhed a pretence to 
the Jacobins for clamour againft the monarch, and 
for the infurrection of the 20th June, which Danton 
promoted and encouraged with all his influence and | 
activity". It is doubtful whether he was a contriver soth 4 
of the infurrection which fpeedily followed, as the Fx nn 
Briffotines and the Mountain, who were not dif Condos 
united at that period, both of them afterwards 
claimed the merit of that execrable plot, and each 
denied to the other party any fhare in it. Garat, 
the friend and admirer of Danton, roundly afferts, 
that “* Danton prepared the events of the roth of 
“ Auguft’.””  Louvet, on the other hand, avers, 
with equal confidence, that the bufinefs was pre. 
pared in a fecret committee of Briifotines, and that 
* Danton, who had concealed himfelf during the 
. “ battle, appeared after the victory, armed with a 
“ huge fabre, and marching at the head of a bat. 
** talion of Mar/eillois, as if he had been the hero of 
* the day*.”” ‘The cowardice imputed to Danton in 
this extract, forms no part of his general character ; 
it is alfo certain that long before the day of infur- 
rection, he gave intimations of his knowledge of the 
intended plot, by his ferocious anfwers to fome peti- 
tioners againft the Mar/eillois, again{t Petion, and 
againft the re dethronement. ‘* We {hall an- 
** fwer you,” he faid, ‘** with {crewed bayonets ’.”” 
It is, however, very probable that he was not ad- 
mitted to all the fecrets of that intriguing party, and 
didynot know the true reafons which prevented the 





* Conjuration de d’Orleans, vol. iii. p. 175. 

* Memoirs, p. 236. Dr. Moore alfo, for whofe judgment T have 
the urmoft reipe&, feems to think that the infurreélion was in a great’ 
meafure planned by Danton. Journal, vol. i. p. 153. 

* See Louvet's Speech againit Robefpicsre ; and his Narrative, p. 176 
See alfo Pages, vol. ii. p. 478. 486. 
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of the plot on the day originally intended, 


7 \ug- He was one of the three who retained their places in 





the-council of the commune, and was provifionally ap. 
pointed minifter of juftice when the rebellion was 
crowned with fuccefs*. His firft official exertion 
was, to give a falfe account of the king’s retreat 
from the palace; which he afferted in a letter, ad- 
dreffed to the eighty-three departments, to have been 
in the higheft degree difgraceful to the unfortunate 
monarch. He averred, that “ the king efcaped from 
* his palace by a private ftair-cafe ; that he fled, 
* abandoning his friends and defenders.” This po- 
fition is in every refpect the very reverfe of the truth ; 
the king crofled a long fuite of apartments, defcended 
the great ftair-cafe, pafled flowly through the lower 
veftibule of the palace, in fight of more than two 
thoufand perfons, who inftantly informed his de- 
fenders of the fact *. 
But fo fhort-fighted are thofe politicians who affeé& 
_to fecure their aims by treachery and revolt, that 
the parties moft interefted in bringing about the 
events of the 1oth of Auguft, dug their own grave, 
at the time they thought themfelves founding an in- 
expugnable fortrefs of popularity and power. The 
feeble and improvident Briffotines were deftined to 
become the victims of the fermentation they had oc- 
cafioned in the mafs of the people; and Orleans, 
now that the tide of popularity ran fo ftrongly in fa- 
vour of a republic, faw thofe he imagined. his crea- 
tures the moft ftrenuous fupporters of the worfhip of 
the new idol, and himfelf a prey totheir rapacity, 
and a facrifice to their thirft of blood. Whether the 
impatient genius of the Cordeliers which animated 
Danton, or the frigid fyftematical mode of intrigue 
and treachery which diftinguithed the Rolandifts, 
_. firft occafioned a difunion, it is certain that, foon 


* ® Impartial Hiftory, vol. ii. p. 90. 109. and all the other Hiftories. 
fi * Miltone de la Confpiration du 10 Aodt, par M. Bigot de St, 
| Croiks p- $36 
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after the formation of the new miniftry, there arofe . 

a fchifm among them. Danton had yet great ftrokes # 
of ambition and avarice to ftrike, which required a. 
difpenfation with all the exifting laws; the other 
minifters, who in the plenitude of power and na- 
tional confidence had obtained the fummit of 
their wifhes, were defirous to enforce order and 
obedience to the laws, as the means of giving fta- 
bility to their influence. They had availed them- 
felves of the inftrumentality of Danton and his affo- 
ciates to produce the commotion of the 2oth of 
June, and had carried a much greater point by the 
{ufpenfion of the royal authority after the 1oth of 
Auguft; but they did not with to expofe themfelves 
to the dangers which would refult from an intimate 
connexion with Marat, Chaumette, and all the def- 
peradoes of the Cordelier faction, whom they hoped, 
after having ufed, to difcard without ceremony. 
Danton, on the other hand, whofe projects widened 
in proportion to the extent of action permitted to 
him, and whofe innate energy and violence did not 
permit him to be kept in fubjection by the pedant 
Roland or any of his friends, was impatient to aflume 
fuch a fuperiority as would deftroy the prefent admi- 
niftration, and bring forward a party amongft whom 
he might hope for unlimited controul. A jealoufy 
of him was entertained by the Rolandifts; from the 
firft formation of the miniftry they whifpered ob- 
jeCtions to aéting with him, on account of his bad 
charaéter, which, they faid, fpoiled the council *. 
Danton, who perhaps perceived that he did not 
ftand high in the opinions of thefe political hypo. 
crites, was at firft extremely affiduous at all their 
cabinet parties till he had founded the depth of their 
minds, the vigour of their judgment, and the extent 
of their refources‘; he then began to play his own 





> Roland's Appeal, vol.i. p. 83. 

$ - dina Appeal, vol.i, p. 86. Life of Dumouriez, vol. iii. 
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“game ; he firft drew from Roland the fourth part of 
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“two millions of livres which had been voted by the 
affembly to the miniftry for fecret fervices ;° this 
fum (21,875/.), reinforced by fome confiderable 
additions which he had obtained from Servan and |e 
Brun, he employed in procuring writers, orators, 
and motion-makers, to vilify and render them un. 
popular‘. ‘The rounded periods of Roland, the 
contemplative fubtleties of Briffot and Condorcet, and 
the wit of Louvet, were exerted in vain againft the 
rhetoric of Marat and Hebert, who protefted the 
moft unlimited love of the people while they excited 
them to cut each other’s throats; and whofe eloquence, 
poffeffing no other flowers than abufe, oaths, ob- 
fcenities, and the moft unqualified blafphemy, was 
fitted to their comprehenfion, and never failed to 
produce all the effects of conviction. The feeble 
and injudicious cabinet with whom he was connected, 
ftrong only in treachery, but wanting the firmnels 
and refolution which conflitute complete confpirators, 
afforded him an eafy triumph. His aim was to bring 
the army and the departments to the fame frame ot 
mind, which he could at any time produce in the in- 
habitants of the capital. In this he fucceeded, by 
alienating the affections of fome of the fub-agents of 
his colleagues, and by procuring commiffions and con- 


- inthe tracts for men devoted tohim*. One of the firtt fteps 
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refolved onby the cabinet was todifpatch commiffioners 
to the departments to explain the events of the roth of 
Auguft. This commitlion, had the minifters been 
wife, would have furnifhed them with an infurmount- 
able barrier again{t intrigue and calumny, by pre- 
poffeffing a large portion of the community in favour 
of their perfons and talents; but, though they en- 
tertained fufpicions of Danton, they permitted him, 
through mere indolence, and want ot forefight, and 


4 Roland's Appeal, vel. is p. £9, 90) 91+ 
© Iden, p. gt. 
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not only without a ftruggle, but without the fmalleft 
diffentient effort, to nominate all the commiffioners 
himfelf, and figned the commiffions without examin- 
ation. The confequence is obvious; the commif- 
fioners, all Cordeliers, /ans-culottes, bawlers in clubs, 
and intriguers in fections; men without means of 
fubfiftence, without moral principles, and without 
character ; not only fpread abroad the fame of Dan- 
ton and his friends, but introduced to the depart- 
ments and the army the ideas of infurrection and in- 
fubordination, the contempt of duty and decorum, 
the profligacy of manners, and the blafphemous and 
obfcene diale&t which charatterifed their party in 
Paris‘. Marat, bold through impunity, not onl 
harafled the minifters with repeated demands for 
money, but when they did not immediately comply 
with his requefts, pointed them out in his journals and 
placards as objects of popular fury: and reproached 
the inactivity of the people in hefitating to exter- 
minate them *. E. 
Mean time the election for the members of the Oppofes” 
national convention was proceeding, and the army Crewe 
of the allied monarchs was advancing with hafty fembly, ” 
ftrides towards the capital. Dumouriez alone, with BS 
a handful of inexpert foldiers, poifoned by Jacobinifm, 
and irrefolute what courfe to take, defended the 
foreft of Argonne, and, in the event, faved the 
country. Roland and his feeble co-adjutors, trem- 
bling at danger, and confcious of the peril of their 
fituation, between an exafperated enemy and an 
eftranged and licentious populace, were earneft with 
the general to abandon his fituation and draw his 
troops nearer the capital; and they had propofed to 
move the feat of government, the aflembly, and the 
king, to the other fide of the Loire. Danton alone 
fupported Dumouriez, and oppofed this 
ftep, calculated only to increafe the courage of the 





£ Roland’s Appeal, vol. i. p. 94, 95. © See Marat. 
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enemy, throw defpair amongft the people, and 
promote the plan of a federal republic, to which 
the Girondifts had begun again to dire& their 
views. Kerfaint, in fupport of the propofed re. 
moval, affected to demonftrate that, in a fortnight, 
the king of Pruffia would fup at the Tuilleries, 
Danton over-ruled every argument. “ I have 
** brought my mother to Paris,” he exclaimed ; 
“ fhe is feventy years of age; fhe and my two 
“ children arrived yefterday. Sooner than fee the 
“ Pruflians enter this city, my family fhall perith 
* with me. Twenty thoufand torches fhall reduce 
« Paris to a heap of afhes. Take care, Roland, 
“ how you talk of flight, and tremble left the people 
*- fhould hear you.”” Roland fhook with fear and 
anger at the fuperior afcendancy of Danton; the 
{cheme was abandoned, and Dumouriez reinforced °. 

It was of the utmoft importance ‘to fecure for his 
party, if poffible, a majority in the national con- 
vention : to effect this Danton fpared no exertions ; 
he fpread the do¢trines which he wifhed to be adopted 
through the country, by means of innumerable and 
clamorous agents; the flackened attendance of the 
Girondifts at the Jacobins, confirmed the afcendancy 
of Robefpierre, who was his fworn friend ; and the 
affiliated focieties throughout the departments em- 
braced with zeal the caufe of the leaders in Paris. 
The fums Danton was enabled to draw from the 


-treafury, and thofe which hope or fear induced Or- 


leans to contribute, seit ftill f be aliens all his 
urpofes. A t exploit mu rmed, in 
‘which it was dha to unite every attainable in- 
fluence, to counterpoile the fplenetic oppofition of 
thofe who were not intended to partake the benefit 

the plot. Ever fince the roth of Auguft the 
of Paris had been filling with perfons arrefted 


h See the Life of General Dumouriez, vol. iii. p, 263. 288+ Ca- 
mille Defmoulins’s Hiftory of the Briffotines, p. 20, 
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on vatious charges of counter-revolutionary inten- 
tions ; and many had been fhut up from motives of 
perfonal diflike, or from no other motive but the re- 
putation of being rich, or becaufe they were or had 
been priefts. The means of incarceration were 
greatly increafed by a meafure agg from a pro- 
pofal of Danton to the afflembly ; he had_propofed 
to equip a volunteer army of fixty thoufand men, 
who fhould fally forth from Paris to meet the enemy. 
To obviate the difficulty of fupplying them with 
arms, he propofed that individuals who poffeffed, 
fhould be compelled to furnifh them; and for this 
purpofe domiciliary vifits were directed to be made. 
In the courfe of thefe irruptions into the dwellings of 
individuals, many were carried to prifon without the 
allegation of a crime, merely becaufe their perfonal 
property tempted the avarice, or their talents or 
loyalty excited fear in the parties of Orleans or of 
Danton. Arrefts were executed in all quarters ; in 
the houfes, ftreets, {quares, gardens. The hackney- 
coaches, and the foldiers at the command of the 
officers of juftice, were too few for the purpofe of 
taking all the perfons pointed out into cultody, and 
of conveying them tothe prifons'. That the in- 
tended maffacre of the prifoners was known to fome 
of them, is obvious from the condué of the unfor- 
tunate Chantereine, who ftabbed himfelf in prifon, 
afigning that as a reafon*. The priefts and ex. 
nobles were given to underftand that it was in cons 
templation to tranfport them to the coaft of Africa, 


{ I have always confidered Danton 3 principa! contriver of the maf- 
facres of the prifoners. Garat alone argues feebly againft it; Me+ 
moirs, p. 236. but on the other fide fee Peltier's late Pidture of Pa 
vol. ii, p/230. 268. 279. 478. Conjuration de d’Orleans, vol. 
Petro, Pages, vol.ii. p.479-  Playfuir's pany of Jacobinifmy 

$03. Roland's Appeal, vol. i. p. 93+ and molt of the Hiflories, 

er the manner in which the prifons were filled, Danton’s { 
and motions to obtain the decrees. See Garat’s Memoirs, p.25. Pel- 
tier’s lave Pidture of Paris, vol. ii. p. 270, 299. and the debates in the 
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sd St, Meard’s Agony, p+ to. 
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and in that perfuafion colleéted as many of their ya- 
luables as they could, to procure fuch comforts as 
their fudden expatriation would permit. Danton 
fent for lifts of the prifoners as py | as the 26th of 
Auguft ; and Manuel attended at the prifons daily, 
to number and call over the prifoners; and en- 
couraged them to colleé their property, by an am- 
biguous declaration that they would be liberated the 
fecond of September '. 

That day was fixed for the mufter of the levies 
intended to be fent out of the capital to meet the in- 
_ vaders ; they were ordered to prefent themfelves at 
the Champ de Mars to be enrolled, and march from 
thence in a body. In the courfe of the day, the 
moft alarming reports were circulated, and the moft 
fatal jealoufies excited. It was afferted that the 
Pruffians had taken Chalons, and were within ten 
leagues of the gates of Paris; that they were to be 
joined by an immenfe force in the departments, and 
reinforced by a party in the capital, who, as foon as 
the new levies had left the city, were to rife, open 
the prifons, and, being joined by the prifoners, to 
perpetrate many horrid cruelties on the patriots, to 
murder one-tenth of the other citizens, and to re- 
leafe the royal family, and reinftate the king in the 
plenitude of his priftine power. At one o’clock the 
cannon were fired, the tocfin founded, the barriers 
fhut, and the country proclaimed to be in danger. 
The citizens, panic-{truck, and torpid with furprife, 
retired to their places of abode, while a prepared 
band of ruffians went to the various prifons, where 

commenced a fcene which will form an eternal 
ftigma on the nation. They maflacred in cold blood, 
one by one, a number of priefts, and Swils officers, 
who were confined at the s, and other prifons ; 
hey inftituted in each prifon a pretended court of 
j compolfed of felf-conftituted judges, many of 


1 Peltier’s late Piture, vol. ii. p.a3e. 
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them foreigners; and many more who ‘could: not 
read ; thefe ruffians ordered the execution of almoft 
every perfon who was brought before them, and it 
was the melancholy employment of thofe confined, 
and who were expecting their fate, to examine the 
various modes of receiving the itroke of death, and 
calculate in which pofition it appeared to give leat 
pain, or occafioned the fmalleft itruggles. ‘The fen- 
tence of acquittal pronounced in favour of fome was 
drowned in the yell of the exterminators around the 
doors, and they were inhumanly butchered. The 
fame fate awaited fome who attended as witnefles, 
but whofe terrors overcoming their prefence of 
mind, were murdered amongft the victims they 
came to refcue. Thefe horrible fcenes continued 
the whole of the fecond and third of September ; 
fome of the minifters, and fome members of the 
afiembly, exerted themfelves to procure their termi- 
nation, but in vain. The minifter of juftice re. 
mained filent, and Santerre the commandant of the 
national guard inactive. Does this partial interfér- 
ence in the minifters and the affembly, or this torpid 
indifference in the citizens of Paris, acquit them of 
culpability in the tranfaction? Certainly not. It 
was the duty of the aflembly to have fent members 
into the fections to exhort the people to rife and 
prevent the progrefs of fuch horrid fcenes ; the mi- 
nifters acl toe impeached and fuperfeded fuch _ 
of Pye co. es as seoens eet to oot oe 
and finally, if the citizens o is perfevered in’ 
their criminal inactivity, it was the duty of the’ d 
iflature to have divided into proper portions, to 
ve repaired to the fcenes of riot and murder. ign oe 
made @ rampart of their bodies, for the proteétion a 
the unfortunate viétims. But that could not be; we 
the Rolandifts were not forry, w! . 
affe&t, to learn the deftruction of the ex-priefts 
Swifs officers, and fome of them were not difpleafed 
at the profpect of fuccefs to the views of Orleans. 
VOL. 1. ¥ A great 































A great portion of the members of the legi 
affembly were devoted to him, and a ftill greater to 
thofe who were enriching themfelves by the fpoils of 
the victims. The prifons were at length emptied, 
and the affaffins fatiated with blood and plunder. 
Befides thofe whom the contagion of the example, 
and the extenfion of the plan of murder into the 
departments, and whom private animofity, in Paris, 
deprived of life, upwards of five thoufand perfons, 
according to the moft moderate accounts, (though 
fome fay as many as eight thoufand,) were facri- 
ficed during thefe days of horror and indelible 
infamy”. 

The 


m The account of the proceedings on thefe days is to be found 
w all the Hiftories and Journals. See alfo Peluer’s late Piéture 
of Paris, vol. ii. p. 234. 238. 318. St. Meard’s Agony, paflim. 
Moore's Journal, vol. i, p. 303, and in various places to the end of 
the volume, Playfair’s Hiitory of Jacobinifm, p. 489. Garat’s Me- 
moirs, p. 95- Conjuration de d*Orleans, vol. iti, p. 212. And fle 
h- Briffot a tous les Republicains, p. 187, and p. 219, where Briffur, 
a affc&ting to exculpate himfelf and his friends, mentions the events of 
< the tecond of September in thefe words : 

« As to the events of the 2d of September, I will prove, if I am 
“again called on to {peak of that dreadful day, which I probably 
may, I will prove that they had no connexion with the glorieus revo- 
* lution of the oth of Auguft ; 1 will prove that they were not neceflary 
“ 10 confirm, that they could only tend to difhonor it, and that they 
* would have entirely defiroyed its effe€ts, if the views of the pro- 
4 jeGtors had Sevirfally anfwered, I will prove that thofe atiocious 
« {cenes were not the offspring of chance, or of a Spontaneous fenti- 
« ment in the people ; that they were deviled and prepared in the ca- 
pet; that the parts were dittributed ; that commiflions of judges 

were, if I may ufe the expreffion, regularly iffued 5 
whole ceeding was arra 3 the falaries fixed; the 
of order and communicated ; the Al prifoners 

am: os ding to the phrafe ians,) ree 

he executioners with {uch marks as fhould prevent the 
| pollibility of miltake; and that when ee cafes occurred, the 
ferred to the fopreme regulators ¢ maflaere.” 

Briffot has a note, ** The following was attefted to 

. One of theft executioner-judges was puzzied at the 
ig the fate of a prifoner, whofe defcription did not 
with-bis appearance, ner was his pame the fame as had been 

jiven im. He made the on man fland afide, while he ient to 
‘confult with the committee of infpeétion, from whom the fatal de- 

“cree was expedited in thefe words; ‘It is the very man. SET 
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The condué& of Danton dieting Sa arate 
was fuch as to leave no doubt of hi being a prin- 
cipal contriver of them; the alarm- intehided 
aflaffination was fpread amongft the prifoners on the 
morning of the 2d of September, and their friends 
made applications to the miniftry, and_ pointedly to 
the minifter of juftice, coming out of the council 
chamber, for an armed force fufficient for their pros 
tection’; his anfwer was, “ The devil take the pric 
* foners; what care I what becomes of them"? 
The events of thefe days fully anfwered his purpofes 
terror reprefled his enemies, and the command of 
m and power he had acquired led him and 
hie jie to procure the return ofa great proportion 
of the members of the convention *, to fetain a 
great number of journalifts and party writers, and 
to excite, at pleafure, riots in the capital ot in the 
partments. For fome time previous to the 2d of 
September, he had abfented himfelf from Roland’s 
cabinet parties, and was confeffedly forming a cabal 
againft him 3 he encouraged the attacks made at 
Marat, and it is even afferted that he endeavour 
to get Roland arrefted, and confequently aflaflinat- 
ed on that day ’. P bao ‘f 







“uim Free,” It is known that this was the 
46 der.” i, = 
Briffor then proceeds ; * I will prove that ths 
* no thare in thefe atrocities wort inniba 
“ast rer of the 12th Oftober, where 
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emb ret shinies ‘was elected member of the convention 
‘con: for Paris: he was obliged, in order to take his feat 
* in the legiflature, to give up his fituation as mini- 
fer, but he continued to exercife the functions, pro. 
vifionally, ‘ill a new minifter fhould be appointed. 
It is not improbable that he had formed the project 
h Sept. of retaining both fituations, as he objected to the 
ufe of the word ¢i-devant in a report where he was 
mentioned. He alleged, that, notwithftanding his 
being a deputy, he was a minifter in every fenie of 
the bier ine till a new one was appointed, adding, 
ake convocation of a national convention, the 

Ss abrogated all former laws. ‘This fophiftry 
sot 08. papinesnatt a with fuccefs, and he was obliged 
















a Fr to’ his me opp character, on the appoint- 
“i ment of Garat*,” He acquired great additional po- 
fis pularity by his motion made the firft day the con- 


i vedio afflembled, “* That the conftitution, when 
ag * decreed, fhould be fubmitted to the people in the 
primary affemblies ;” and by another made the 
day after, “ that the people had a right’to choofe 

. judges, “and that without reftriction as to education 
exer teigr profetlign.” His rancor again{t Roland produced 
eed cease, fpeeches, and efforts, tending to de- 
pularity of that minifter, and to procure 

h from office. Being obliged to refign 
in peieeeeration, he endeavoured to 
oland to do the fame, in hopes after- 
e avalidated his election ;. but this 
fruftratec by the penetration of the mi- 
and the wep sa in 
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low as to make a perfonal-allufion to 
land ; but this was fo ill received 
would, in all probability, have , had it 
not been fuggeited by Cambon, that in fo 
affembly would weaken the refponfibility ci ae 
nifter, who himfelf wrote to the conv. 
next day, declining his feat*. Citron 

Danton did not confine his vindiétive exertio 
Roland; general Montefquieu was alfo an obje 
them ; but his fucceffes baffled for a time the 
of his turbulent adverfary, who. not conten 
giving inftructions to one of his-officers toy 
if he made the leatt phy de movement, 
motion to be made, and with 

ity, that the gen 

of » me and 
comunifind * 























was imputed to him an 
fion of an inquiry into the 
were the fatjeet of much t 
convention and in the clubs 5. ior sa 

















¢ sine fand of elo, 
“fupplied the defeéts of education, 
sled him often by a powerful exertion to 
pieces the flimfy ftructure of Briffotine de- 
ns. They ail ready-made {peeches to 
vention, and read them in the tribune with 
di fw _He, aéting from the impulfe of 
‘ g the diétates of his impetuous 
s and 


Sin the fury of his gigantic con. 
in unadorned language, thofe 
lor teri ideas which infufed into his 
rs all ep s by which he himfelf was agi- 
‘produced all the moft daring exertions 
le revolution. He never wrote or 
the audacity of his concep. 
oo mMtenance, and the 
“on fl ne ming oy it ons 
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re fomic of his, expre!- 
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« all the kings inthe ‘ vale He epe: 
lar fentiment in the Jacobin club, wher 
made his appearance there. after the , 
king of Pruffia. “ Under your d 
“* publican pike hall, every where, brea 
“ fceptre, and thrones fhall_vanith before 1 
* cap with which this fociety. has honoured you 
With thefe fentiments, it may naturally be 
pofed that he was very active in promoting t 
of the unfortunate Louis. Briffot tells 
or three months before that event, Danto 
tained no intention of bringing. him to he 
but told Guadet, Petion, and ten» oth , 
himfelf, that he thought ir 
‘proper and err detains tO 
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that the conve 
it without Intérm 
clufion’. His di 
known, that-it crea 
cepted the office of cor 
the Gals to fuperin ntend 



















om the civil lift, for what one and 
fe hands; that a letter of Danton’s own writ- 
ould prove the fact; and threatening, unlefs 
wed on the king’s trial as became a man fo 
he would communicate the papers in his 
on to the convention, and have them placard- 
eet in Paris. M. de Bertrand, it is 
ora papers in queftion, but never had 
hi By this pious deceit, how- 
we ed fpone aa the king’s moft tremendous 
aton returned from the arm 
the king’s death. On the firft quef- 
:= Yes, heafirensit. ” 
rg the argument, that, 
if hirds of the conven- 












ty-four hours. 
F dreadful agitation 
r bet : of M. Bertrand’s 

catiol i nd that of offending his 
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plunderin g the clergy *. They ce 
degree, though not to the extent they 
jn another point, that of felf-aggrandizen 
fuecefs was ample and fpeedy ’s hare 
amounted to one million four hundred thouf 
livres‘, (61,250/.) and the other commiffio er . 
eneral, and many more were fortunate in proportion 
t has been fuggefted that this profitable mi hci was 
a bait laid by Robefpierre to enfnare Danton, of whom 
he began to be jealous, by means of his avarice“, ~ 
After the king’s execution, Danton employe 
himfelf in forwarding the operations of the war. 
and in promoting the views of his asthe To Dan 
ton’ are owing thofe grand military ex s wh 
an aftonifhed all mane thes fing 
uifition, and the | ea eb 
ct “armies. he y 
utionary | ane : 
tees, likewife owed the i 
_ ee 
Jed or 
fubfitt peneiberhiarend 
neétion with Orleans.» % 
by la 
ing the arg 
ines, fecured the of 
— and was 
oubt that Danton: 
Orleans, and, even in 
the 1oth of March, at 
councils ‘of pag ye = . 
which that z 


































h Danton — a ‘tous mountaineer, 
feem to have ueny Sally into the 
pierre and Marat againft the oppofing 
Garat attributes this to an extreme tender. 
nefs a ” opal qualities little to be expected in 
Peat . ‘It was at one, time propofed‘to him that 
the perfons whofe animofities hindered the conven- 
n from ttending to the public good, fhould retire ; 
he ‘acceded to the propofition with tranfport, but 
it was mentioned by Barrere in the legiflature 
d no. countenance to the motion. His 
rz nly was equivocal, and betrayed fome 
us of a with to return to virtue and modera- 
mted the more violent Jacobins from 
aah the full extent of their views. 
nto oe. that Briflot and Gen- 
be deftroyed by the in- 
la aes 


ifplayed 


Paced ven- 


way to his natural 
He refided princi- 
a ftyle which convinced 
culotte only in name *. 
ocked at. the progrefs of 
duration of shes fevo- 
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not without fome»appearance 
though Danton, C eaaeain the fa! 
times, was as violent “as ever in his language 
he fpoke in public, yét many of his turb 
— contained merciful fentiments; and t 

he ftrengthened the»powers of the two comm 
he feems to have enteftaified a wifh to mitigate 
feverities. But thefe are mere conj 
conduct was fo mixed that little of his pofit 
can be determined; and the reports of 
of perfons lefs informed, refpecting in sm 
vifibly demonttrated, muft be received with extrem 
catition. He promoted the cruelties: inate ij 
practifed on the merchants of pbiariaeicom 
ftrenuous advocate for rig 
the adminiftration. On 
Se 7 the gradu: 
abolition rth 
falaries to. 
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m ig ting 


country# he 
animofity ag t 
moft perfect union ¢ red to fu 
Danton had attemp ke Mirabeau, to 
decree for uniting minifterial to t 

chara¢ter ; in this he was 
pierre, and failed ; but whem fit 
an accomplice of Dumo 
— when a letter fuppofed 
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’ Gav's Memoirs, p. 242, 
p- 203. 504, &c, 
* See Debates. Garis Moneicn HABE? 











1 and hated Didi: ‘to have refolved on 
eftruétion mye an opportunity prefented 
or carry. his project into effet. . Danton 
“ sg maka for the attainment of fupreme 
ver, t is very probable that vanity had its 
in influencing his forbearance ; he was confcious 

¢ fuperiority of his reek oe to thofe of his 
‘political rivals, and thought he who had been 
fo inftrumental in making, could with equal eafe 
deftre yy them when he thought proper, and he fell 

' common error of fancying popularity a 
6 and ftable tenure, of which being once 
4 he ould continue to hold it without 
yand in fpite of intrigue". But Robefpierre, 
med at ruling alone, and who dreaded a 
of ie ‘as Danton, marked him for 
long before*he permitted any figns of 
mal He faw with pleafure 
y. Hebert, who infidioutly 
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humb of h Duchefne*. 

to Robefpi 5 cut of 

re a Mis: influett “ere 

clones ou fervice » as through 

Yand the committees, 

lifguifed attack ; but 

. was a circumftance 

e views of Maximilian. 

nfcious of what was contriving 

pt up i in enjoyment and fecurity, 

@ cement the power of his un- 

Sefriend, while 
mfal. ‘On the. tic 

ibot, Bazire, and] 
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bod in the two committees ‘A. very few lays : 

he a arrefted by an emamtation ef the fam e pc 

and the motion of his friend Legendre, that he*fhould 

be heard at the bar, over-ruled by a repetition ‘ 

fubftance of his own argument. = + * 
Some people hayé-afferted’, ‘and a neg 

compiler of an annual publication has re ted it * injutionn ag 
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that, «* a fhort time before the arreft of on, an 
L pire 4 
interview was brought about between them by: i 
“ the influence of a common friend, in the hope ¢ : 
“ effecting a reconciliation. Danton, after a lot 7 
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cadet id Have difputed the reins 
power with the wary di€tator himfelf. He had, 
if we: believe implicitly his’ declarations while in 
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“« fava > featusie, I coukiigen bel mpl 0 
« the idea of a good man with fuch a countenar 
« I never faw any thing that fo perfectly .¢ 
“« terifed the violence of brutal paflions, and 
“ moft aftonifhing audacity, half cloaked un 
* jovial air, and the affectation of franknefs. nd a 
« fort of fimplicity. My iconging ee eee 
“* figured to me Danton, with a agger in ‘ 
“ encouraging by his voice and action a troop 
“ of aflaflins, more timid or lefs ferocious _ than 
«“ himfelf, or, fated with crimes, indicating 
“ and propentities by the geftures of a Sj 
* Jus. I would defy an painter not 
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